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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Enclosed is Form PTO-1449 identifying Japanese Publication 
No. 11-047836, published on February 23, 1999. Also enclosed is 
a copy of the Japanese Publication. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c)(1), (d)(1), and (e)(1), the 
undersigned represents that the enclosed Japanese Publication was 
first cited by the Japanese Patent Office in connection with a 
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corresponding Japanese patent application not more than three (3) 
months prior to the filing of the present Information Disclosure 
Statement. Also enclosed is the required fee for filing the 
Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d)(2) 
and 1. 17 (p) . 

As noted above, the enclose Japanese publication was 
recently cited by the Japanese Patent Office in connection with a 
Japanese patent application corresponding to the presently 
pending United States patent application. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Japanese 
publication be considered and formally cited of record in 
connection with the present United States application as further 
generally illustrating the background state of the art. 
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Mark P. Stone 
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